Urban  District  Council,  Barnard  Castle. 


f 


/fio 


/Iftebical  ©fKcer’s  Hnnual  IRepoct,  1920. 


Mr.  chairman  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


1. — I beg  to  pi’esent  tlie  Annual  Rei^ort  for  the  above  year. 

n . F 1011  / Population  of  all  ages  ...  ...  4,757 

ensus  0 , | Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  1,041 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  ...  575 

Estimated  Poimlation  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,061 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. — 4’lie  Town  of  ancient  origin  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
river  Tees,  Avith  considerable  fall  to  the  river.  Its  soil  is  of  a sandy  loam  and  gravelly  in  character, 
and  permits  rapid  filtration. 

GENERAL  CHARACTERS.— Healthy  and  bracing. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  connected  ivith  agriculture  and  the  holding  of 
Weekly  Markets  for  cattle  and  farm  products.  Industries  comprise  ilunicipal  Implement  Works 
(em23loying  30  men) ; Flax  Mills  (just  outside  district,  emjiloyiug  120  men  and  women)  ; also 
jiossible  develoiiment  of  Light  Motor  Car  Works  in  old  Thorngate  Mill  buildings. 

There  has  not  been  any  special  matter  to  deal  with  during  the  year,  as  there  has  not  been  any 
ejiideinic  of  any  kind,  although  cases  of  Scarlet  FeA'er,  altogether  16  in  number,  kept  the  Hospital 
open  from  April  to  December,  and  were  sporadic  in  character.  Three  cases  of  Di]ihtheria  and  nine  of 
Pneumonia  (none  notified  as  Influenzal),  one  case  of  Erysipelas  and  one  of  Oiihthalmia  Neonatorum 
completing  the  cases  of  Infection. 

The  death  rate  is  Ioav.  The  Infantile  Mortality  under  tAAmhm  months  rather  high,  and  the  birth 
rate  uja  to  average. 

The  Housing  Scheme  is  ]n'ogressing,  but  as  y(‘.t  has  not  alloAVed  of  the  opening  oiit  of  several 
congested  areas  and  overcrowded  dwellings,  the  remoAml  of  AA'hich  are  essential  in  providing  suitalile 
houses  for  the  working  classes. 

2. — WATER  SUPPLY. — The  quality  of  the  AA'ater  suyiply  to  tlie  Town  has  been  satisfactoiy, 
and  I append  the  analyses  of  the  County  Analyst  in  June  and  December,  taken  at  different  places. 


Gr-ains  per  Gallon. 


Reservoir  (Jiiile  12lb). 

Middle  of  Town  (Dec.  8th). 

Chlorides 

•8050 

■7700 

Nitrates 

■0431 

■0271 

Ammonia 

None 

None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

■0037 

■0049 

Oxygen  Absorption 

■0136 

■0039 

Injurious  Metals 

None 

None 

Solids  at  100  degrees  C 

8^4000 

8^4000 

Coloured  appearance  - 

Colourless — not  clear 

- Light  green — not  quite  brig 

Odour,  100  degrees  Fahren. 

Vegetable 

Faint  vegetable 

Microscopical  examination  in  both  cases  shoAved  dejiosits  of  earthy  matter,  decomposing 
vegetable  matter,  fungus  groAVths  and  organisms,  mostly  of  fresh  AAmter  type. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of  animal  excreted  matter,  but  the  23i’esence  of  numerous 
living  organisms  is  not  satisfactory  in  Avater  intended  for  human  consumjition,  and  I recommend 
that  all  mains  be  thoroughly  flushed  out  at  frequent  intervals.  Otherwise,  the  Analyst  rejoorts  the 
AAmter  to  be  of  good  and  AAdiolesome  quality  for  drinking  and  all  other  household  XDuiqDoses. 

The  quantity  of  tlie  water  supply  has  lieen  fairly  constant  throughout  the  year. 

100  Yards  of  defective  pipe  on  the  S"  Gravitating  ilain  from  the  Spring  Head  to  the  Reseiwoir 
Avere  taken  up  at  North  Field  and  relaid  in  cast-iron  pipes.  The  relaying  of  this  main  in  iron  jiipes 
should  be  continued. 

3.  — RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  iiollution  of  the  river  and  streams  in  the  district  is 
practically  negligible. 

4.  — DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  are  as  efficient  and 
satisfactory  as  ^lossible,  and  no  complaint  has  lieen  made  as  to  the  effluent  from  the  SeAvage  Farm,  but 
many  of  the  seAvers,  oAving  to  age  and  position,  are  not  in  accordance  Avith  modern  requirements. 

5.  — INSPECTOR  OP''  NUISANCE’S  REPOR'k,  Avhich  summarises  the  AA'ork  done  by  his 
department,  includes  many  visits  and  ius]iectious  by  myself,  in  conjunction  Avith  the  Inspector,  with 
respect  to  infectious  diseases,  dairies,  coAVsherls,  and  other  cases  occurring  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Number  of 
Informal  written 

Number  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of 
Nuisances 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools — Structural  Defects 

Notices  by 
Inspector. 

2 

b)’  order 
of  .Authority. 

8 

abated  after 
Notice. 

14 

Cowsheds 

— 

2 

2 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

— 

1 

3 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

— 

1 

1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

1 

1 

1 

Waterclosets 

2 

5 

0 

DefectHe  Yard  Paving 

— 

1 

1 

House  Drainage — Defective  Traps 

3 

2 

4 

„ No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

1 

— 

2 

,,  Other  Faults 

19 

1 

10 

Water  Supply 

7 

22 

29 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

— 

1 

Workshops 

— 

2 

3 

Pail  Closets 

— 

3 

2 

30 

49 

85 

WATER,  FOOD,  AND  DRUGS. — The  Council  are  the  undertakers  of  the  Water  Suppl_y  and 
have  had  four  samples  taken  (at  the  springs,  resei’voir,  and  two  points  in  the  Town)  analysed. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.— Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 
Disease,  20 ; Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease,  2. 

GENERAL. — Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets,  2 ; Total  number  of  Water-closets 
in  District,  8C7  ; Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District,  48  ; Total  number  of  Aslipit-privies  in 
District,  57. 

6. — FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. — One  Factory  and  4 Workshops  have  been 
added  to  the  register. 

_ 7.— CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AND  SCAVENGING.— I am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
Council  should  press  for  the  conversion  of  foul  privy-ashpits . and  insanitary  pail-closets  into  water- 
closets.  Also  that  insanitaiy  ash-boxes  be  done  aAva}’  with,  and  galvanised  bins  with  covers  be 
substituted.  In  any  case,  that  new  houses  should  be  provided  with  galvanised  bins  with  covers. 

8. — HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. — I consider  that  the  Bye-laws  should  be  considered  with 
a view  to  regulating  the  overcrowding  of  these  houses,  which  occurs  in  the  summer  time  more 
especially,  and  that  such  lioiises  should  be  registered  as  to  the  number  of  lodgers  or  visitors  allowed 
in  each  house. 


9. — FOOD. — Milk  Supply  (Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885).  A]iplications 
for  registration,  2 approved  and  2 under  consideration.  I believe  the  milk  supplj'  to  the  Town  to  be 
very  good,  and  have  had  no  complaints.  I think  that  greater  precautions  should  be  taken  in  the 
delivery  of  the  milk,  and  that  proper  sterilized  bottles  would  be  more  sanitary. 


Meat. — There  was  no  cause  for  complaint.  There  is  no  public  abattoir,  but  periodic  inspection 
of  all  slaughter-houses  is  made. 

Slaughter-houses.  In  1911.  In  January,  1920.  In  December,  1920. 


Registered 

Licensed 

Total  ... 


10. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  During  the  year  the  following  infectious  diseases  have  lieen 
notified. 

Scarlatina  - - - - 16 

Pneumonia  - - - - 9 

Erysipelas  - - - - 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 1 (No  permanent  injury) 

Diphtheria  - - - - 3 


Special  care  is  taken  in  Scarlatinal  or  Diphtheritic  cases  that  the  School  authorities  should  be 
notified  and  advised  as  to  promjit  recognition  and  disinfection  of  possible  contacts,  etc.,  and  in  the 
general  disinfection  of  the  school  premises  and  the  drainage. 

1 1 . — SCHOOLS.  The  Schools  connected  with  the  town  are  well-ventilated  and  sanitary.  I suggest 
that  in  tlie  summer  months  cover  should  be  made  for  out-door  lessons,  more  particularly  in  the 
Infants’  School. 


All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  removed  when  necessary  to  the  Council’s  Hospital  in 
ilarwood. 


12.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.  I am  glad  to  say  this  work  is  making  great 
progress.  It  is  carried  on  by  a Committee  from  the  Urban  Council  and  the  District  Nursing 
Association.  It  has  20  meetings  in  the  year,  which  are  attended  bj-  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  District  Nurse,  and  one  or  more  of  the  Ladies  on  the  Association  Committee.  During  the  year  301 
infants  were  in  attendance.  The  amount  of  dried  milk  sold  was  44lbs.  ; wool  garments  supplied  and 
sold  equalled  22  ; virol  and  dressings,  etc.,  = 20/- ; and  patterns  given  awa}^  12. 

The  District  Nurse  is  fully  qualified  to  attend  midwifery,  and  gives  advice  and  instruction  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  as  to  the  proper  feeding  of  infants,  etc.,  on  all  occasions. 


TUBERCULOSIS. — 6 cases  were  notified  during  tlie  year.  All  were  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Phthisis.  3 men — 18,  23  and  30  years  old  respectively  ; 2 women — 16  and  24  years  old;  and  one  a 
boy  of  17|-  years,  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Ofiicer. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  visited  and  advised  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  disinfection  of 
sputum,  &c.,  and  the  paramount  need  of  cleanliness  and  fresh  air.  All  cases  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  County  Medical  Ofiicer,  and,  when  suitable,  are  referred  to  tlie  County  Authoi’ities  at  the 
Dispensaiy  at  Darlington,  and,  if  necessary,  removed  to  a Sanatorium  for  special  treatment.  Weekly 
returns  of  all  cases  notified  are  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs — one  a man  of 
66  years,  and  one  a man  of  23  years.  This  gives  a rate  of  '39  per  1,000  of  the  estimate  of  5,061. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES — No  case  has  been  notified,  but  any  case  requiring  special  treatment 
would  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council  Authorities. 

Housing  Statistics.  Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


1.— GENERAL. 

1.  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,061 

2.  General  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10'47 

3.  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '39 

4.  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (rate  108‘43)  9 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling-hoi;ses  of  all  Classes...  ...  ...  ...  1,032 

6.  Number  of  Working-class  Dwelling-houses...  ...  ...  ...  718 

7.  Number  of  New  Working-class  Houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  nil 


2.— UN  FIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I.  — Inspection. 

1.  Total  number  of  DAvelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910...  ...  ...  18 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

jireceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonablj^  fit 
for  human  habitation. 

(3  and  4)  Consideration  of  reports  and  further  action  deferred. 

II.  — Remeuy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Form.4.l  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

bj' the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers...  ...  ...  ...  4 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plamiivg,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 


1.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  - . . nil 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  or  intention  to  close  nil 


(1,  2 and  3)  Principally  dealt  with  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


B.  Proceedings,  under  Pullic  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  77 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-liouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  75 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  ...  nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Toum  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  nil 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  nil 

3.  Numlier  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whicli  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  Dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  2 


One  under  Section  75  (Ruinous  ami  Dangerous  Building)  Town  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847. 


3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authoi-ity  which  may  have  to  he  dealt  with,  with 
a view  to  Imjjrovement  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  I.,  or  (b),  Part  IL,  of  the  Act  of  1890  (see 
Section  111.  of  my  Report^  October,  1919)  : — 

1.  Name  of  area..  ...  ...  ...  Bank,  Bridgegate  and  Thorngate 

2.  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  8'75, 

3.  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  ...  ...  ...  147 

4.  Number  of  woiking-class  persons  to  be  displaced...  ...  ...  377 

4.  — Number  of  Houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye-laws  erected  with 

consent  of  Ijocal  Authority  under  section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.,  Act,  1919  nil 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with  duties  of  each  officer  ; — 

Inspector  of  District — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Insi^ector  and  Surveyor. 

Hoiising  Scheme — C.  A.  Clayton-Greene,  architect  in  connection  with  Housing  Scheme, 
assisted  by  the  Surveyor.  Clerk  to  Housing  Committee — Clerk  of  Council. 

HOUSING. 

I.  — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

1.  General  housing  conditions  similar  to  Official  Rejiresentatiou  of  October,  1919. 

2.  Shortage  of  Houses,  83;  but  if  the  areas  condemned  in  my  Official  Report  nC  October,  1919, 

be  included,  then  the  number  would  be  165. 

II.  — Overcrowding. 

1.  Not  great. 

2.  Causes — Lack  of  accommodation  of  suitable  houses,  but 

3 and  4.  Nothing  definite  can  bo  clone  until  new  houses  are  erected. 

III.  — Fitness  of  Houses. 

1.  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  fair. 

' (5)  Defects  in  unfit  houses.  Mainly  due  to  age  and  faulty  construction,  such  as  damimess, 
want  of  light  and  ventilation. 

(e)  Defects  due  to  owners,  Ac.  The  owners  act  as  far  as  they  are  able  under  the  present 
difficulties  of  low  rent  and  the  high  cost  of  materials  and  labour. 

2.  See  Statistics. 

3.  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness,  Ac. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  and  difficulty  of  the  housing  situation,  the  Council  has  deferred 
taking  action  for  the  time  being  against  unfit  houses  and  houses  not  reasonably  fit.  These 
will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  there  is  accommodation  for  the  de-housed  persons. 

The  Council  feel  it  is  unreasonable  to  require  owners  to  cany  out  extensive  alterations 
and  improvements  at  the  present  time,  as  when  the  accommodation  provided  for  in  the 
New  Scheme  is  available  a great  number  of  the  houses  that  cannot  be  made  reasonably 
fit  will  have  to  be  closed. 

4.  Conditions  as  to  water  suppl}^  closet  accommodation  and  refuse  disposal  are  carried  out 

regularly  and  without  difficulty. 

IV.  (See  Statistics  V.) — Bye-laws.  I have  suggested  that  in  houses  let  in  lodgings,  that  the  number 

of  persons  to  be  allowed  in  each  house  be  registered. 

VI. — Miscellaneous.  Plans  were  approved  for  5 new  dwelling-houses,  viz.,  4 subsidy  houses  under 
Government  (two  withdrawn  since),  and  1 private  residence. 

Vital  Statistics. 

DEATHS. — The  total  nundjer  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban  area  was  58.  Of  these  8 were 
of  non-residents  registered,  and  3 were  of  residents  not  registered,  thus  giving  an  actual  total  of  53 
for  the  year.  This  giA^es  an  annual  death  rate  of  10'47  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popidation  at  5,061. 

BIRTHS. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  83  (45  boys  and  38  girls). 
This  gives  a birth  rate  of  16'39  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  at  5,061.  6 of  these  births 

Avere  illegitimate  (2  girls  and  4 boys). 

INFANTILE  MORTALI'l'Y. — 9 deaths  Avere  registered  of  children  under  12  months,  giving 
a rate  of  108'43  per  1,000  nett  births.  Of  these  deaths  7 Avere  boys  and  2 girls.  None  Avere 
illegitimate. 


February,  1921. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


CHARLES  H.  WELFORD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Printed  at  the  “Teesilale  Mercury”  Ofifice,  Barnard  Castle. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District 


1915  to  1920. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered. 

Transferable  Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  in  District. 

Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Un- 

corrected 

Number. 

Nett. 

Non- 

Under  One  Year, 

At  All  Ages. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Rate  per 
1.000  nett 
Births. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Registered. 

Registered. 

N umber. 

Number. 

Rate 

1915 

4206 

89 

87 

20-48 

90 

21-39 

9 

5 

7 

80-45 

93 

22-11 

1916 

4872 

99 

20-32 

76 

15-59 

6 

6 

10 

101-01 

76 

15-59 

Death-rate  : 

1917 

3630 

Birth-rate : 

57 

54 

1312 

65 

17-61 

8 

5 

3 

55-55 

62 

16-80 

4113 

Death-rate  ; 

1918 

3925 

Birth-rate ; 
4398 

58 

56 

12.73 

87 

22-16 

13 

9 

6 

107.14 

83 

22-15 

Death-rate  ; 

1919 

3668 

Birth-rate  : 
3821 

- 

20-67 

73 

19-90 

10 

4 

6 

75-94 

67 

18-26 

1920 

5061 

- 

83 

16-39 

58 

11-46 

8 

3 

9 

108-43 

53 

10-47 

Causes  of  Deaths  Registered  during  1920. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  Causes 

Heart  Failure  (uncertified) 
Under  12  months 
Cerehro-Spinal  Sclerosis 
Cerebral  Meningitis 
Cerebral  Softening 
Cerebral  Apoplexy 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Bronchial  Asthma 
Bronchitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Gastritis 

Senility  (Senile  Heart) 
Organic  Heart  Disease 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Colitis 

Pernicious  Anaemia 
Suicide 

Accidents — Burns 

„ Drowning 

Infant  Mortality- 


Causes  : Atelectasis 
Marasirms 
Enteritis 
Pneumonia 
Premature  Birth 


Males.  Females. 

31  - 30 

1 

7 - 2 

1 

1 - 1 

1 - 2 

2 - 1 

5 - 6 

2 - 1 

2 
2 

2 - 9 

1 

1 

2 - 2 

1 - 1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 


